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Shaking Things Up:
Dennis Mileti’s Influence

Mark Benthien
Southern California Earthquake Center

Earthquake Country Alliance
Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drills
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VERY early influence!

● Dr. Mileti’s work on public risk communication of earthquake warnings and messaging 
led to the the publication of Putting Down Roots in Earthquake Country
(www.EarthquakeCountry.org/booklets) by Dr. Lucy Jones (published by SCEC in 
1995 as a response to the Northridge earthquake)

● When I first started at SCEC in March 1996, my days were 
mostly spent shipping boxes of the booklet!

● We first met in October 1996, when he spoke at a 
SCEC-organized conference.  He was both characteristically 
charismatic and confrontational, urging the attendees to take 
real action. 
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https://www.earthquakecountry.org/library/PuttingDownRootsSoCal2011.pdf
http://www.earthquakecountry.org/booklets
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Southern California Earthquake Center

● 1000+ scientists at 75+ institutions worldwide   (SCEC.org)

● Coordinates earthquake system science with primary funding 
from the National Science Foundation and U.S. Geological Survey. 

● I’ve led SCEC’s Communication, Education, and Outreach Program 
since 2001, which spans two focus areas:
○ Public Education & Preparedness
○ Experiential Learning & Career Advancement

● As a member of the SCEC Advisory Council 
Dennis, guided our E&O approach and was a 
great champion both internally and externally.
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• 3000+ Public-Private-Grassroots leaders 

• Statewide Sector-based committees and
Outreach Bureaus develop resources and 
deliver programs

• Local Regional Alliances organize meetings 
and outreach activities

• California’s Office of Emergency Services 
provides FEMA NEHRP funding to SCEC for 
ECA activities

Redwood Coast
Tsunami Work Group

ECA Bay Area

ECA 
Central Coast

ECA Southern
California

Earthquake Country Alliance

Join: EarthquakeCountry.org/alliance
4



5/25/21

3

Develop Messaging and Resources:
EarthquakeCountry.org
EarthquakeCountry.org/resources
Terremotos.org

Support Tsunami Preparedness Week:
TsunamiZone.org/california

Created and Coordinate
The Great California ShakeOut:

ShakeOut.org/california

ECA Statewide Activities

Oct. 21
in 2021!
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● In 2007, the USGS began development of the ShakeOut Earthquake Scenario; Dr. Mileti 
and James Goltz wrote the emergency response and communications chapter.

● This became the basis of a major emergency management exercise planned for late 
2008.

● ECA and key partners asked “how do we involve everyone in the exercise?” which led to 
the idea of a regional earthquake drill - the Great Southern California ShakeOut!

● The key activity for everyone to practice and understand:  Drop, Cover and Hold On!

Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drills
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http://www.earthquakecountry.org/
http://www.tsunamizone.org/california
http://www.shakeout.org/california
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ShakeOut put these findings into practice

Social Science Research Basis for ShakeOut
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Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drills

• Schools, organizations, and families practice earthquake 
safety and other aspects of their emergency plans 

• 2019: 67.5 million people worldwide
21.9 million nationwide 
10.8 million California
(record #s in many other states too)

• 2020: Approximately 50-70% participation (COVID-19)

• 2021 International ShakeOut Day:
October 21  (but can drill anyday)

• Learn more and register:  ShakeOut.org
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ShakeOut Goals

Encourage people worldwide
to practice earthquake safety 
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State, Regional, and National Customized Websites

ShakeOut websites are now online in 
English, Spanish, 

French, Italian, and Japanese.
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Example Statistics and Participant List

California BusinessesAll Regions
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ShakeOut Emails (Messaging Opportunities) 
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Coachella Valley Webinar

● Dennis retired to Rancho Mirage, where he soon 
became active in the City’s Emergency Management 
Commission.  

● We worked on several projects including a video 
overview of our Seven Steps to Earthquake Safety, 
and public presentations.

● In January 2021 we were planning for him to present 
a webinar with the Coachella Valley Disaster 
Preparedness Network. With his passing, they asked 
me to present his talk (which I had helped with). 
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• www.SCEC.org
benthien@usc.edu

• EarthquakeCountry.org
info@earthquakecountry.org

• ShakeOut.org
info@shakeout.org

• info@earthquakecountry.org

Connect with Me/ECA/ShakeOut
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http://www.earthquakecountry.org/sevensteps
https://www.cvdpn.org/
http://www.scec.org
mailto:benthien@usc.edu
http://www.shakeout.org

